NO BASES NETWORK - www.no-bases.org
International Conference for the Abolition of Foreign Military Bases. Ecuador, 5-9 March 2007.
Report by Agneta Norberg, IPB Board member, Sweden. 

"Si globalisan la Miseria - Globalisamos la Resistencia!"
"When you Globalise Poverty - We globalise the Resistance!"
Slogans outside the Manta base: enormous US naval- and air-base.

Quito, the capital of Ecuador, has hosted a remarkable conference for abolishing military bases all over the world. I was able to attend this historical conference due to generous economical support from my family, my friends and from women- and peace organisations. The conference took place in the Catholic University in Quito. We were 400 participants from 40 countries all over the world. I registered as the representative of the International Peace Bureau.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE...

The event was organised by a National Network for Closing the Manta base in Ecuador, together with the International Network for the Abolition of Foreign Military Bases. This important issue had been discussed and prepared at World Social Forum in Mumbai, India and in Nairobi, Kenya.

When the decision was taken to arrange this conference in Ecuador, the organisers could possible not predict that Rafael Correa should win the election in November 2006 in Ecuador. One of the issues he raised during his presidential campaign was the closing of the US naval and airbase-Manta. And in the end of the conference President Correa received a group of participants to whom he declared that the Manta base treaty with US should not be renewed when it expired in 2009. 

In the opening of the conference we stood up in silence to commemorate the death of the Minister of Defence Guadalope Larriva. The helicopter with Guadalope Larriva and her 12 year old daughter and five military officials crashed on January 24th this year in an accident at Manta base - nine days after she took office. She was also in favour of closing the base. 

The first days were devoted to education about US role in world policy, where the bases are located and how they harm the world security , how they harm the environment and the wellbeing of the people. And of course we came to know about the enormous resistance against the US bases taking place in all corners of the world.


Walden Bello,the University of the Philippines and a well seen guest speaker at World Social Forum gave a speech about the unmaking of the American Empire. With numerous examples he punctured the myth of US invincibility. US forces are critically overextended and the country's military costs and deficits makes it weak. He predicted an economic breakdown which is a result of their military costs and imperial wars.


Joseph Gerson, American Friends Service Committee, gave a lecture about US global web of military bases and why they have to be abolished. I have summarized the points he made and shortened it:


Bases increase the likelihood of war.

The U.S. Maintains a global military infrastructure of nearly 800 foreign bases. These bases have been essential to US wars against Iraq, against Serbia, and the current wars within Colombia and the Philippines.With over 200 bases and installations in Japan and South Korea will increase the likelihood of wars against North Korea nad China. 

Bases provide a launching point for nuclear attack

The US first-strike nuclear doctrine is made possible by the wforward deployment of nuclear weapons in Belgium, Britain, Italy, Holland, Turkey and Germany.US communications bases in Britain,Japan,Australia and other nations are essential for communicating orders to initiate nuclear war and for targeting nuclear and other high-tech weapons.


Bases undermine the sovereignty of nations.
Hawai´i, the Philippines ,Guam, Puerto Rico and Cuba were invaded and occupied by the US because they were ideal sites needed to conquer markets in China, elsewhere in Asia and Latin America. Colonial and client governments were imposed or creatred by the US to ensure continued US access to the bases.After the wars in which they were defeated, the US has insisted that Japan,Germany,Serbia and other nations ”host” US military bases for the long term.The Bush administration is spending $ 1 billion a year for ”enduring” military bases in Iraq.

Bases hurt democracy and human rights.
The US has supported or imposed dictators to gain or preserve access to military bases.For more than a decade,Presidents Nixon,Ford,Carter and Reagan supported the brutal Marcos regime in the Philippines to preserve the US hold on strategically located air and naval bases.

In Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, the US has defended repressive monarchies to secure its military bases as well privileged access to oil reserves.The precence of US military bases contributes to the cultural genocide of indigenous peoples in Hawaii and Guam.

Often bases are built on seized property.
The recent bulldozing of Daechuri village in SouthKorea to make way for a new US military headquarter while inhabitants protested was not unique.Military bases are often built on seized private property, on land which the host nation forces its citizens to ”rent” to the US or on communal property. The most extreme case is the island of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean.There, to make way for two mile long runways, a massive naval port, and pre-positioned US weapons, all of the islands people were deported.

Bases reinforce violent and dehumanizing treatment of women and girls.
Foreign military bases are a threat to women and children in host communities, in poor countries, and the family members of service men. The use of communities near bases for ”rest and recreation” makes lokal children and women, especially sex workers, vulnerable to sexual harassment, rape, beatings, and murder.Last year ,US marines involved in the rape of a Filipina were shielded by provisions of the Visiting Forces Agreement in the Philippines.

Bases condone criminal behaviour by US troops.
Most GIs are law-abiding, but many alienated and drunken troops do commit a disproportionate number of crimes. They are often protected by the provisions of unequal treaties .In Korea ,two schoolgirls were run over by a US tank and killed. No one was held accountable.

Bases cause environmental contamination and serious health risks.
The US Defence Department has identified at least 70 military sites in Europe where its bases have caused serious environmental damage.Various military toxics are wide spread and often leads to many life threatening and debilitating diseases such as lung cancer, blood disorders, leukaemia,ulceration, liver and brain damage and damage to the nervous system.

Bases bring the risk of life threatening accidents.
Military accidents can kill an injure people. The most dangerous accidents involve nuclear weapons.In 1960, an attack aircraft rolled off the US Carrier Ticonderoga 80 miles off the coast of Okinawa, embedding its hydrogen bomb in the seabed two miles below.Other examples are the Marin pilot whose low-flying jet damaged a ski-lift cable in Italy-killing 20 people; bombs that missed their practise targets, killing a civilian in Vieques, Puerto Rico; destroyed homes in Korea; stray bullets and shells used in live-fire exercises striking peoples homes in Okinawa.

Military bases are expensive and divert funding from addressing urgent human needs at home and abroad.
The Pentagon squanders tens of billions of dollars on foreign military bases.Expenses include housing families of US soldiers, commissaries where US troops and their families gets special discounts and pristine golf courses. Meanwhile, human needs of both US and host nations go unmet.In Japan and other host nations, anger is growing as their tax dollars are used to pay for an intrusive military force and their luxury accommodations, while local people go without adequate housing and social services.

Speakers from a lot of countries.

Speakers from the biggest overseas groups were from Japan and Okinawa.There were also voices from the Philippines,Kenya,Germany (which hosts as many as 72 US bases), Korea,Mauritius, Australia, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Belgium, Colombia, El Salvador,Guam,Italy, Cuba and of course from Ecuador.

In all US has 737 military bases outside their borders. The speakers told about the expansion of US bases oversees.New bases are built in Guam,Okinawa and Japan, Afghanistan,Iraq and Central Asia.

The bases are also centre for torture -Guantanamo and Diego Garcia.They are centre for espionage and intelligence and centre for involvement in the host countrys political life. The bases are above all a launching pad for intervention in other countries- such bases are in Germany,Japan,Okinawa,Spain,Turkey,Ecuador,Italy, Bulgaria.They are also training centres for jungle warfare.

The speakers highlighted the US as the country with most bases.But NATO and EU were examples of allies in US war policy. EU is a now a big military power with 180.000 troops and an Elite Force of 1500 troops. They work in tandem with US policy. The speakers pointed at countries involvement in US war policy: ”Countries which allow US to use their soil as a platform for bombing other countries are as guilty of war crimes as the US. You cannot be considered neutral in a war situation
in accordance with International Law if you allow foreign fighters fly over your country and bomb.”

The speaker from Ecuador: Blanco Chancoso, indigenous, said: ”The Ecuadorian Military has become a guard for foreign Transnational Corporations. In the indian territory, very rich in oil and biological diversity, there is a terrible oppression of the indigenous population.Our government does not protect us. The new President Rafael Correa, though, has promised to change this.

”We were made to believe that US base was here to fight the drug traffic. In fact the Manta base become the biggest export harbour for narcotics to Europe and the US. ”

Otieno Omboko, from Kenya, told us that the US and Great Britain, tries to control water resources and build new bases where water and oil are. Coca Cola Company is the biggest Company with big interests in Africa. To control water resources is the aim for the newest base in Latin America-Mariscal Estigarribia in Paraguay. But of course the 16.000 troops deployed there will keep en eye on the left-leaning governments which now is dominating Latin America. All speakers touched the terrible environmental degradation caused by the bases. 

Bus caravan to Manta.

In five buses the conference people went in a caravan to Manta. From the highland to the cost.

It took us one day. And we came to understand during this ride what it meant that 75% of the Ecuadorian people live in utter poverty. You could see it pretty well from the bus window.

Manta is a city of 200.000 people and Manta base is a US Military Fort at the coast. It is called Eloy Alfaro Air base and involves an air base, a naval base.Seven years of US presence have shown that the bases´s main activities are not for drug fighting, instead it provides logistical support for the US contra war in Colombia by giving real time information on the movement of guerrilla forces that operate there.

Far from being a secure port, Manta has become an important export place for drugs and the biggest export of narcotics to Europe an the US. There is also an increased number of sex workers and prostitution.The base is also used for recruiting mercenaries to send to Iraq.

The people are against the US military presence.According to an October 2006 survey,49% of the Ecuadorian society do not want to renew the agreement in 2009.In the Ecuadorian highlands, the rejection of the Manta base is 54%.

After Rafael Correa won the election in November 2006 he said: ”We can negotiate with the US about a base in Manta, if they let us put a military base in Miami, if there is no problem we´ll accept.”

In the end we adopted a declaration which we all had been involved in discussing in small groups. 


Declaration:

International Conference for the Abolition of Foreign Military Bases. 08 March 07


We come together from 40 countries as grassroots activists from groups that promote womens rights, indigenous sovereignty,environmental justice, human rights, and social justice. We come from peace movements, social movements, faith-based organizations, youth organizations,trade unions and indigenous communities.We come from local, national,and international formations.

United by our struggle for justice, peace, self-determination of peoples and ecological sustainability, we have founded a network animated by the principles of solidarity, equality, openness, and respect for diversity.


Foreign military bases and all other infrastructure used for wars of aggression violate human rights; oppress all people, particularly indigenous peoples, African descendants, women and children;and destroy communities and the environment.They exact immeasurable consequences on the spiritual and psychological wellbeing of humankind.They are instruments of war that entrench militarization,colonialism, imperial policy, patriarchy and racism.The United States-led illegal invasions and ongoing occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan were launched from and enabled by such bases.

We call for the immediate withdrawal of all foreign troops from these lands and reject any planned attack on Iran.

We denounce the primary responsibility of the US in the proliferation of foreign military bases, as well as the role of NATO, the European Union and other countries that have or host military bases.

We call for the total abolition of all foreign military bases and all other infrastructure used for wars of aggression, including military operations, maneouvers, trainings, exercises, agreements , weapons in space, military laboratories and other forms of military interventions.

We demand en end to both the construction of new bases and the reinforcement of existing bases

an end to and clean up of environmental contamination; an end to legal immunity and other privileges of foreign military personnel. We demand integral restoration and full and just compensation for social and environmental damages caused by these bases.

Our first act as an international network is to strengthen Ecuador´s commitment to terminate the agreement that permits the US military to use the base in Manta beyond 2009.

We commit to be remain vigilant to ensure this victory.

We support and stand in solidarity with those who struggle for the abolition of all military bases worldwide.

Foreign Military Bases Out Now! 
Manta Si! Bases No!
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