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GOAL COST* SOURCE YEAR
TOTAL EXTREME HUNGER AND POVERTY (GOAL 1) 79-102 1 World Bank/CFFA 2002/2008

1. ERADICATE EXTREME HUNGER AND POVERTY    

a. Reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day 54-622 World Bank3 2002
b. Achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all, including women and young people na na na
c. reduce by half the proportion of people who suffer from hunger 25-404 & 5 CFFA6& 7 2008

TOTAL EDUCATION (GOAL 2 AND 3) 7.2 8 UNESCO 9 2008
2. ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION    
a. Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling ---- ---- ----

3. PROMOTE EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN    
A. Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015 ---- ---- ----

TOTAL CHILD AND MATERNAL HEALTH (GOAL 4 AND 5) 10 10 Countdown to 2015 11 2008
4. REDUCE CHILD MORALITY    

a. Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among children under five ---- ---- ----

5. IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH    

a. Reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio ---- ---- ----

b. Achieve, by 2015, universal access to reproductive health ---- ---- ----

TOTAL HIV/AIDS, MALARIA, TB (GOAL 6) 13-14.2 UNAIDS/ONE INT. 2007
6. COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA, AND OTHER DISEASES    
a. Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS ---- ---- ----

b. Achieve, by 2010, universal access to treatment for HIV/AIDS for all those who need it ---- ---- ----

SUBTOTAL (indicators a & b) 812 UNAIDS13 2007

c. Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases 5-6.214 One International15 2007

 
* Unless otherwise specified, all costs are estimates of what is needed in addition to existing funds (e.g: ODA, national budgets, and other 
funds), and are annual figures in billions of USD  
na- information not available 
(x)- information not included in totals 
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GOAL COST* SOURCE YEAR
TOTAL ENVIRONMENT (GOAL 7) 139-155.6 Various Various
7. ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY    
a. Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies & programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources na na na

(mitagate and adapt to climate change) 31-47.616 UNFCC17 2007

b. Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a significant reduction in the rate of loss 4518 Convention on Biological Diversity19 2006

c. Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation 56.320 WHO/JMP21 2000/2008

d. Achieve significant improvement in lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers, by 2020 6.722 Millenium Project Task Force23 2005

TOTAL GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP (GOAL 8) 40 Spratt 2006/2007
8. DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT    
a. Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory trading and financial system (14.2-18.8)24 (Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy)25 (2006)

b. Address the special needs of the least developed countries (8.8)26 (UN)27 (2008)

c. Address the special needs of landlocked developing countries and small island developing States na na na

d. Debt sustainability 4028 Spratt29 2006/2007

e. provide access to affordable essential drugs in developing countries na na na
f. make available the benefits of new technologies, especially information and communications na na na

TOTAL ALL MDGs 288.2-329
2003 ESTIMATED TOTAL FOR ALL MDGs (Millenium Project, Projected for 2006) 121
2003 ESTIMATED TOTAL FOR ALL MDGs (Millenium Project, Projected for 2010) 143

 

 
 
 

* Unless otherwise specified, all costs listed are estimates of what is needed in addition to existing funds (e.g: ODA, national budgets, and other 
funds), and are annual figures in  billions of USD  
na- information not available 
(x)- information not included in totals 
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Framework (In 2006, debt service from low income countries was a little over $40 billion USD). Please note that this number does not include 
debt relief and restructuring required for middle income and some low income countries. Also note that this figure covers cost of granting a one 
time 100% debt cancellation to most low income countries. Although further debt cancellation in either full or partial form is likely in subsequent 
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correspond to what countries can afford after their MDG expeditures have been met. In order to reach MDG sustainable debt firstly, some 
countries should be eligible for 100% debt relief. Eligibility is based on ratio of required MDG expediture to available government revenue. 
Secondly, for those countries who only qualify for partial debt relief, remaining debt should be converted to MDG bonds so that re-payments move 
in direct proportion to surplus government revenue (surplus revenue is defined as available government recenue minus what is needed to meet 
MDG expeditures). The Jubillee Debt Campaign estimates that a total of $400 USD billion is needed in debt cancellation to allow countries to 
meet their basic needs. Divded over an 8 year period (2008-2015), this number yields $50 billion USD in annual debt relief (Jubilee Debt 
Campaign, Unfinished business: 10 years of drop the debt, 
(http://www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk/Unfinished%20business%3A%2010%20years%20of%20drop%20the%20debt+4362.twl ), May 2008, 
accessed: 3 April 2009) 
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(http://www.undp.org/poverty/docs/debtflow/Debt-2-Spratt.pdf), 2007, accessed: 9 April 2009;  
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Disclaimer 

e financial resources necessary to achieve the Millennium Development Goals is problematic; this is particularly true when attempts 
reach global, long-term estimates. I will document here some of the problems inherent in this particular presentation as well as with 

ve. Sanjay G. 

 
Estimating th

re made to a
the sources themselves. Firstly, the data which was gathered together to compile this document came from a wide variety of sources. Some of 
these clearly outlined their methodology and data sources whereas others provided no information at all and were mainly descriptive in nature. As 
Antoine Heuty argues in his article, Overview of MDG Costing Methodologies, much of the global development costing models do not rely on 
reliable or comprehensive data. Although somewhat dated, Heuty's discussion of the deficiencies of various costing approaches is still a useful 
resource for anyone wanting more information. Another serious difficulty with costing the MDGs is that there are not clear outcome indicators 
available. For example, Goal 7 (environmental sustainability) has an indicator to "reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable 
access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation" but does not indicate the level of sanitation service needed nor does it indicate whether 
wastewater treatment should also be included. Another issue is that costing on a global level assumes an average unit cost when in fact these 
can range enormously from one country to another and may change over time. Global costing models also usually do not effectively incorporate 
extraordinary circumstances such as the global financial crisis, natural disaster, etc. In addition, most do not account for the extent to which 
available funds are actually disbursed and whether funding necessarily yields the intended effect on beneficiaries. Of course, one of the greatest 
challenges of creating a global costing of the MDGs and one of the greatest deficiencies of this particular presentation is that it does not account 
for the interconnectedness between the different Millennium Goals. For example, reducing poverty (goal 1) may increase the general wealth of a 
country, allowing it to improve its education system and offer more and better schooling opportunities for children (goal 2). Yet, how are such 
interconnections to be measured? Simply totalling all of the individual goal estimates leads to double counting and a clear distortion of the 
numbers. The total cost estimate of the MDGs presented in this document should therefore be utilized with great caution and reservation.  
 
Tony Addison and others, in Debt Relief and New Sources of Finance for Meeting the Millennium Development Goals, call for country-specific 
nd immediate cost estimates to avoid, or at least mitigate, some of the problems of global MDG costing which are mentioned aboa

Reddy and Antoine Heuty in Achieving the Millenium Development Goals: What's Wrong with Existing Analytical Models?, argue that it is 
imperative to avoid using a "one size fits all" analyses of how to achieve the MDGs and keep away from basing policy on global costing estimates. 
Although utilizing global costing estimates have some uses, they must be continually re-evaluated in light of new information.   
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