IN MEMORIAM

Kingsley Blake Price, Professor of Philosophy at The Johns Hopkins University
for more than three decades, died in Baltimore on October 27, 2009, at the age
of 92. He had long served as an editorial consultant for PMER and participated
in numerous PME international symposia. His personal and academic life drew
admiration from his colleagues, students, and friends (overlapping classes).

Kingsley was born in Salem, Indiana, where his father was a Baptist minister,
The family moved from there to California, and Kingsley grew up in Berkeley,
He earned his B.A. with highest honors from University of California, Berkeley
(1938) and went on there for his M.A. (1942) and Ph.D. (1946). His disserta-
tion was on Locke’s theory of knowledge. Kingsley taught first at the University
of Washington, then at the University of Nevada and Sarah Lawrence College
(where he became a good friend of Susanne Langer) before becoming an assis-
tant professor of philosophy and education at Hopkins in 1953. He retired from
Hopkins in 1986. In the meantime he published books and articles, presented
invited papers, and traveled extensively, especially to England, France, Italy, and
Greece. In 1973-74 he was president of the Philosophy of Education Society.

What is especially remarkable about this is that Kingsley became blind at the
age of four, as a result of undiagnosed scarlet fever. For the rest of his life he was
dependent upon others to read to him (he was never keen on taped readings, and
was a consultant to the Library of Congress concerning recordings for the blind).
He also needed others to help him with daily practical tasks. Yet he remained
fiercely independent and lived alone until his death. He did not use a seeing-eye
dog and only rarely a white cane.

Besides his two books, Education and Philosophical Thought (1962) and On
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Criticizing Musie (1982), Kingsley published numerous articles and reviews in
the Journal of Philosophy, the Review of Metaphysics, the Journal of Aesthetics
and Art Criticism, Educational T heory, the British Journal of Aesthetics, the Phi-
losophy of Music Education Review, and others. His publications were mostly on
topics of art (especially music) and education. He had long been working on a
manuscript of reflections upon the alleged emotional qualities of music. Kingsley
criticized other theories as having inconsistent of otherwise insupportable claims.
Some of his former students hope to bring this work to fruition as a book.

Kingsley took piano lessons as a youngster and, typically, excelled. As a teen-
ager he placed second in a Major Bowes Amateur Hour radio competition and
considered a career as a concert pianist. When one former student asked why he
had not pursued that, Kingsley replied that philosophy was more in need of an
excellent philosopher than music was of an only good pianist.

A February memorial for Kingsley was postponed because of a blizzard in the
Baltimore area. On April 25,2010, former graduate students, readers, colleagues,
and friends—some from as far away as California, Wyoming, Hawaii, and Flor-
ida—gathered in Baltimore to honor Kingsley and share their remembrances.
Besides their expressions of admiration for his philosophical acumen and his
rigorous teaching, people noted Kingsley’s high moral principles, his wide range
of interests in the humanities, his commitment to efforts promoting world peace,
and his connoisseurship in gardening and antique furniture. Many graduate stu-
dents rode with him on his tandem bicycle, and later invited him to give papers
at their colleges. He was a meticulous dresser and was proud of his bow ties, his
four-in-hands, and his beret. Besides such personal testimonies by those pres-
ent, letters by family members, friends abroad, former graduate students, and
other friends were read. Photographs were on display, and recordings of some of
Kingsley’s favorites by Bach, Schubert, and Vaughan Williams were played.

Above all, Kingsley was that rare professor who maintained friendship with
many of his students. He is survived by an older brother, two sisters, and numer-
ous nephews, nieces, and their offspring. And by his many friends for whom his
life has made a lasting impact.
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