
 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
EXPLAINER FOR MEDIA 

What the Treaty Does 
Comprehensively bans nuclear weapons and related activity. It will be illegal for parties to 
undertake any activities related to nuclear weapons. It bans the use, development, testing, 
production, manufacturing, acquiring, possession, stockpiling, transferring, receiving, 
threatening to use, stationing, installation, or deploying of nuclear weapons.  [Article 1] 

Bans any assistance with prohibited acts. The treaty bans assistance with prohibited acts, 
and should be interpreted as prohibiting states from engaging in military preparations and 
planning to use nuclear weapons, financing their development and manufacture, or 
permitting the transit of them through territorial waters or airspace. [Article 1] 

Creates a path for nuclear states which join to eliminate weapons, stockpiles, and 
programs. It requires states with nuclear weapons that join the treaty to remove them from 
operational status and destroy them and their programs, all according to plans they would 
submit for approval. It also requires states which have other country’s weapons on their 
territory to have them removed. [Article 4] 

Verifies and safeguards that states meet their obligations. The treaty requires a verifiable, 
time-bound, transparent, and irreversible destruction of nuclear weapons and programs and 
requires the maintenance and/or implementation of international safeguards agreements. 
The treaty permits safeguards to become stronger over time and prohibits weakening of the 
safeguard regime. [Articles 3 and 4] 

Requires victim and international assistance and environmental remediation. The treaty 
requires states to assist victims of nuclear weapons use and testing, and requires 
environmental remediation of contaminated areas. The treaty also obliges states to provide 
international assistance to support the implementation of the treaty. The text requires states 
to join the Treaty, and to encourage others to join, as well as to meet regularly to review 
progress. [Articles 6, 7, and 8] 

Next Steps 
Adoption. The treaty is scheduled to be adopted on the morning of Friday 7 July. 

Opening for signature. The treaty will be open for signature on 20 September at the United 
Nations in New York. [Article 13] 

Entry into force. Fifty states are required to ratify the treaty for it to enter into force.  At a 
national level, the process of ratification varies, but usually requires parliamentary approval 
and the development of national legislation to turn prohibitions into national legislation. This 
process is also an opportunity to elaborate additional measures, such as prohibiting the 
financing of nuclear weapons. [Article 15] 



 

First meeting of States Parties. The first Meeting of States Parties will take place within a year 
after the entry into force of the Convention. [Article 8] 

Significance and Impact of the Treaty 
 
Delegitimizes nuclear weapons. This treaty is a clear indication that the majority of the world 
no longer accepts nuclear weapons and do not consider them legitimate weapons, creating 
the foundation of a new norm of international behaviour.  

Changes party and non-party behaviour. As has been true with previous weapon prohibition 
treaties, changing international norms leads to concrete changes in policies and behaviours, 
even in states not party to the treaty. This is true for treaties ranging from those banning 
cluster munitions and land mines to the Convention on the law of the sea. The prohibition on 
assistance will play a significant role in changing behaviour given the impact it may have on 
financing and military planning and preparation for their use. 

Completes the prohibitions on weapons of mass destruction. The treaty completes work 
begun in the 1970s, when Chemical weapons were banned, and the 1990s when biological 
weapons were banned.  

Strengthens International Humanitarian Law (“Laws of War”). Nuclear weapons are 
intended to kill millions of civilians – non-combatants – a gross violation of International 
Humanitarian Law. Few would argue that the mass slaughter of civilians is acceptable and 
there is no way to use a nuclear weapon in line with international law. The treaty strengthens 
these bodies of law and norm.  

Remove the prestige associated with proliferation. Countries often seek nuclear weapons 
for the prestige of being seen as part of an important club. By more clearly making nuclear 
weapons an object of scorn rather than achievement, their spread can be deterred. 


