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IPB Call to Action 
On the First Anniversary of the Russian Invasion of Ukraine: 

Let’s Show that there are Peaceful Alternatives to War 
26 January 2023 

 
The International Peace Bureau calls on our members worldwide to take action during 
24-26 February 2023 in support of peace in Ukraine. The war, which will mark its first 
anniversary on 24.02.2023, has already cost more than two hundred thousand lives1 – 
by conservative estimates – forced millions to flee their homes2, caused widespread 
destruction of Ukrainian cities, and strained already fragile supply chains that have 
made life more difficult for people the world over. 
 
We know that this war is unsustainable – and worse still, risks escalation that threatens 
the life and livelihood of people around the world. The nuclear rhetoric of Russia in 
particular is irresponsible and demonstrates the fragility of this moment. Moreover, the 
war’s direct and indirect impact on the climate impedes the urgent need for a green 
transition3. 
 
There is no easy solution to the war in Ukraine, but the current track we are on in 
unsustainable. Through global demonstrations for peace, we seek to pressure the two 
sides to establish a ceasefire and to take steps toward negotiations for a long-term 
peace. 
 
Our calls for peace are not limited to Ukraine - for all conflicts in the world, we implore 
governments to refuse the logic of confrontation and war, to oppose the nuclear peril 
and to commit themselves to disarmament by signing the Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty. 
We demand that governments and states act in favor of diplomacy, negotiation, conflict 
prevention and the establishment of common security systems4. 
 
We call for your support and your voices for peace. Please consider joining an existing 
event during this weekend of action, or planning your own. Together we are stronger, 
and can show the world that there are alternatives to war and militarization.  
 
 
Further resources: 

• For a list of planned events: https://www.europeforpeace.eu/en/events/  

• Join IPB for an online webinar on 24.02.2023 “365 Days of War in Ukraine: Prospects 
Towards Peace in 2023”: https://www.ipb.org/events/365-days-of-war-in-ukraine-
prospects-towards-peace-in-2023/  

• Ceasefire and Peace for Ukraine: A Collection of Proposals and Possibilities for a 
Ceasefire and Resolution to the Conflicts between Russia and Ukraine: 
https://www.christmasappeal.ipb.org/peace-plans/   

 
1 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/10/us-estimates-200000-military-casualties-all-sides-ukraine-war  
2 https://cream-migration.org/ukraine-
detail.htm?article=3573#:~:text=The%20UNHCR%20records%207%2C977%2C980%20refugees,for%20temporary%20pr
otection%20in%20Europe.  
3 https://www.sgr.org.uk/publications/estimating-military-s-global-greenhouse-gas-emissions  
4 https://commonsecurity.org/  
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