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90 Seconds to Midnight: A Wake-Up Call for Peace? 
25 January 2023 

 
 
On 24 January 2023, The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists officially announced that 
the Doomsday Clock moved to 90 seconds to midnight – the closest the count has 
been to global apocalypse in its 78 years of existence, underlining the grim state of 
the world in 2023.  
 
This report is a wake-up call to the world; we cannot continue on the path that we 
have been going. The International Peace Bureau and our global network once 
again call on all parties involved in the war in Ukraine – including those indirectly 
involved through weapons transfers and other support – to push for an immediate 
ceasefire and take good faith efforts to return to the negotiating table, in order to 
avoid the unprecedented threats that the war poses for the future of all life on our 
planet. 
 
The Bulletin references the dangers of escalation in the war in Ukraine – where 
both parties are entrenched in their positions and Russia has threatened the use of 
nuclear weapons – alongside the weaponization of nuclear plants, the lack of 
cooperation on climate change, and the erosion of international norms. 
 
While the war in Ukraine may be the most immediate existential threat we face, the 
end of the war itself is not enough to push us back from the brink. We urgently need 
Common Security, including a new peace architecture in Europe to avoid future 
conflicts.  Furthermore, we need global cooperation to eliminate nuclear weapons 
through the framework of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
(TPNW) and Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). New agreements between 
nuclear weapons states on reductions of such weapons, an end to their 
modernization and the nuclear sharing between the US and European countries, 
and the expansion of Nuclear Weapons Free Zones (NWFZ) could be a starting point 
toward their elimination. 
 
Importantly, the “Joint Statement of the Leaders of the Five Nuclear-Weapon States” 
just over a year ago emphasized that a nuclear war can never be won. 
 
Finally, we need urgent global cooperation to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
transition to clean energy; we need to cease the alarming use of new militarized like 
drones and artificial intelligence; and we need global justice, standing together 
against colonialism, militarism, inequality, and exploitation, to avoid the conflicts of 
tomorrow. A negation of militarism, and a reduction of military spending – which 
globally amounts to more than 2 trillion US dollars –  in favour of social spending 
can ensure that we avoid moving any closer to global catastrophe. 
 
The International Peace Bureau will continue to work with our network and 
partners to push us back from the brink and create a brighter, peaceful future. 
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